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and reverses were in store for the attacking power
before the end was accomplished.
Haider AH died in 1782* He was succeeded byk\
his son Tippu Sultan, a man of strange character,
who inherited some of his father's qualities, with
an admixture of a Nero-like brutality on one hand
and a love of art and letters on the other. The
brutality took the form of pleasure in the sight
of bloodshed and suffering, pain and death. Men
armed with lancet weapons fastened on their hands
were pitted against each other, and made to continue
the fight long after one of them had been van-
quished Elephants, tigers* buffaloes, and rams were
goaded on to struggle with each other till death put
an end to the contest The most terrible of all the
shown this monster delighted in was the crushing of
human beings under the feet of elephants. In the
old palace in the fort at Bangalore the dais is still
shown where Tippu sat to see this horrible sight,
It is in the form of a gigantic bracket, and access
to it was by way of the verandah of the harem;
for he stood in constant fear of the assassin's knife.
The elephants were trained to pursue and crush
with their feet
Old natives living in Trichinopoly, Bangalore,
Madras in 1880 could remember the tales thej